% 







-• 

'r 3 " i - ' -'■ 

S9£sgttk i- 


A ^ 



■■-,'V- 

,’*-' .-• ...-■' V 


/ h New York, N. Y, > 

ll August 31, 1914-5- ; v 

M ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED . Jij 

Mr. Hoover , 

On Wednesday afternoon, 

August 22nd, Capt ain Vlncenfr^ lator , now 
In civilian life, was given a Navy 
Commendation Ribbon for Meritorious Per- 
formance of Duty, In connection with 
his handling of the so -called. Jlflshlnq 
fleet". The award was made by Vice 
Admiral Herbert P, Leary, Commandant of * 
the Eastern Sea Frontier, *«■. 

If this has not already been 
called to your attention. In the event >, 
that you consider such appropriate. It 
Is suggested that you might wish to drop 
Captain As tor a note congratulating him* 
upon the commendation. His home address 
18 120 Eaat End Avenue, TXeir¥or^W.‘' m Y 7 . 
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B. E, CONROY 
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New York, N. Y. 
September 13*. 19^4-5 


Mr* Hoover 


There la attached hereto a 
letter addressed to you by Vincent Astor 
which he asked me to giver to you upon 
your arrival in New York* ' % 


E. CONROY 
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VINCENT ASTOR 

NEWSWEEK BUILDING 
152 WEST 42hd STREET 
NEW YORK IB, N. Y. 


September 12 , 1945' 


Dear Edgars 

There is about only one circumstance 
that would prevent my attending the preview of "The 
House on 92nd Street" and that is the fact that a couple 
of friends of Mary and me viho were particularly kind to 
us last winter are passing through New York and are spend- 
ing next weekend with us in Long Island. On that account 
I regretted Mr. Skouras’ invitation, but on the strength 
of your letter, I now propose to ask for a ticket in the 
hopes that I can sneak off for a few hours Friday evening 
if it turns out that I can do so without being too im- 
polite. If not, I do hope that you will la-t M«-py apd met 
know the next time you are here, for it is altogether too 
long since we last have seen you. 

On the subject of people being nice to 
us, your special agent In charge in Ar lzona^-H ojaace ... Dpffy r 
and his wife, Fritzi, left nothing undone to make us happy 
in Phoenix last winter, where I spent 3ix weeks of my sick 
leave. I don’t know of any couple who were kinder, more 
thoughtful, and better companions. 

Something must have gone wrong either 
with the Post Office Department or in this building, as 
your letter which was both dated and postmarked tte 8th 
only arrived on this desk this morning. Otherwise, I 
would certainly have written you before this. 


Cuk 


If things don’t work out for me on 
Friday evening, please seriously let me know when 
you are in this vicinity. } 

&EOOU&EM 

^ With best wishes. SQf-gg 
V . ^FORMATION contained 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


Vi HC ertr & 


UAJ:HBM 







September 80, 1945 
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Captain fincent A star 

3ooa» 2030, Newsweek J tol2dln0V vr: ¥:W^0-^^ 

253 f»at d3nd Otrsst *&L *«. wfobtsatkin contained \^ u]^/\y 


Bill; 

imfe * 


253 r*0t d 3 nd Street r^. #t i wfobtsation contained L^/j /If 

jr#« ror* 23 , #«» v ■-. KSD 0 N i$ 

Oear tindenii * * .■> , * '. ■ *;’-y 

■£■: I deeply regret not having the'.' , :: 
opportunity to eee you at the prev iew of v> ; - ] * '^r ' 

|- "The Bouse On 92nd Street," but J do hope J*k f r f 

you i otll get a ohance to see the picture \ J - 

in the near /utur#*:£w^ ^ ^ ' 

.L::'L^Cl::Xi" “''’^.,r- ^ tour kind remark e c oncer A t ng 

Duffey, Special Agent in Charge of our Phoenix 
Field Division, in your letter of September 18 
are greatly appreciated • All of ua have enjoyed 
~ our many helpful contacts with you and are — 

always happy to reotprocate tn any way possible* f : : 

. . '■ With best wishes and kind regards, 

f ■■■'*;■< fV tl \ m-d . > , i V #1 >v<r 

/ •; ,\ v- f $*np#r#2y yours, ;__fr 

. : ^V ; \,r fAt .'-' 3. ax Hooter L. 

A ... fa ^§ AA ?:' ArA r ' A r; ' ; A 

¥ ?? ¥• iS - *■ • . ^ V '"' ' , v " *■•- ,. r 
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Ur. Nease 


'■ ■ m a i l s d 9 ,^'^t ^ 4-‘"' c,:- — 

* Sa2ltS45 . 


,«rr* 


mailed 


federal bureau of investigation 

U,S. DEPASTSENT OFJSSTICL-- 




JU 


■f • 




VINCENT ASTOR 

NEWSWEEK BUILDING 
152 WEST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK IS, N. Y. 

LONGACRE 5-3600 



July 26, 1950 



(. To’scn — ^ — 
r. Ledd X/'— 



Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 


Miss Gandy 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, District of Columbia 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



We have received various brochures on your 
testimony before the Senate Subcommittee and your re- 
port for the year 1949. I just wish to advise you that 
Captain Astor is in Europe for the summer and will not 
be back until the end of August at which time I most 
certainly will show him these reports. a 

With best wishes, I remain >. 
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Office MemW ndum 

•k 


Director, FBI 

I ‘ 

.SAG, New Tork 
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VINCENT ASTOR 
ATTENTION: 


united sta;> 7 S government 


OATS: 2/16/55 
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Letter to Dir ector, FBI 
VINCENT ASTORflHHHHj 


' • ;.V V» DEROGATORY INFORMATION 

NT File 100-31551, Serial 8131, Page 195, sets out 0MSS 
Hy investigated in ALTO Case, telephoned VINCENT' ASTOR while 
ig at the Waldorf Astorlal *,«?>•*- ; # , - v ;:; r 


VI . RECOMMENDATION OF SAC 


It is recommended that 
l the future* 







Tom Donegan called me to advitiie that 'f* 4 --,— 

his wife both contacted him. Both are concerned oyer a s elrfes " ofjr e ferenc^ 
in Counterattack pertaining to the Phoenix Theater, particularly in the issue 
of June 3, 1955, wherein the readers of Counterattack a re i>ivited to write to V ^ , 
fjMrs. Vincent Astor, who had endorsed the Phoenix Theater, i got Photostats 
II of the attached issue of Counterattack for Donegan, • The Co nmc Jut* AJtt ejtiiTi. 

If strong and persistent against Communist infiltration of the Phoenix Theater; *. 

The Director of the Phoenix Theater is Norrfs iloughton, who ' i. 
is a personal friend of Mrs, Astor and who is a friend qjt Bishop Donegan, of 
whom Mrs. Astor is a friend. One of the individuals connected with the Phoenix 


V 

A 





msm 


connected with this Theater is Howard DaSilva, who has 

[ invoked the Fifth Amendment before the House Committee Qn Un-American 
Activities and who is an t Idtime Communist. &. 

I furnished Donegan with the highlights. He expressed his 

appreciation. 


■*> 


cc: 


Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Boardman 
L.BNtarm;gjm 
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' „ ANOARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STu /ES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


JC 



FRO 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 

I 

SAC, Indianapolis (67-1) 


DATE: 








DATE 



l P/rJVf.p&t 

“ Mr, Do Loach 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Mohr. 

Parson s. 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tami 
i Mr. Trotter. 



Mr. W.C.Sulltian 
Tele. Room. 

Mr. Hollomai 
Miss Gandy. 


■£b 


There is forwarded herewith copy of a lefctei 
dated 7/17/59 received from Mr. WILLIAM S^KGAUPi 
of the l&wJ*irrELpf Cart^r^^„dyard,.and^lU-U\^^ 

2 Wall Street, New York 5, This letter 

was forwarded to me in a personal envelope, and I 
opened it on my return from, annual leave. This 
letter indicates that the last will and testament 
of Mr. ASTOR is being probated and that allegations 
have been made that Mr. ASTOR was incompetent and 
mentally deficient at the time the will was executed 
Mr. GAUD states that In checking the correspondence of 
Mr. ASTOR he found a letter from me dated 6 / 9/58 in 
which I refer to having had lunch with Mr. ASTOR. 

Mr. GAUD states that he Is looking for persons who 
might be in a position to testify as to the competency 
of Mr. ASTOR shortly prior to the time that he made 
out his will, namely, 6 / 26 / 58 . He desires, to know how 
well I knew Mr. ASTOR, how much I saw of him and the 
reason for my having lunch with him. 

Mr. ASTOR 

~ iad been friendly with Special 

;ents -in Charge of the New York Office since World War 
II when he was with ONI. He Invited me to lunch shortly 
prior to 6 / 9 / 58 . The exact date will be shown on my 
Number 3 Card. The luncheon was purely of a social 

although _ lt was used as a means to meet Mr. ASTOR 

I had talked" w£th him on the phone 

prior attempts to get together had not 
materialized because of being unable to find a mutually 
agreeable data. Mr. ASTOR was. friendly and cordial 
throughout the luncheon, and the Conversation, as I recall. 
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IP 67-1 


was mainly concerned with persons he had previously 
known in the Bureau and general current events* If 
I were called upon to testify, I would state that Mr. 
ASTOR carried on our discussion in an intelligent 
and rational manner* 

There is also forwarded herewith a letter dated 
7/30/59 directed to Mr. WILLIAM S. GATJDj and In the 
event it meets with Bureau approval. It i3 requested 
that it "be mailed. The Bureau will be kept advised 
in the event there should be any further developments 
concerning this matter. 
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ghtrtau of Imitfstigatum 
Jlmtefc §fatt's department of 3uatteo 

Post Office Box 1615 
IndianapollB, Indiana 
July 30, 1959 



iara S.Qfa’ 


Mr. William 


Carter. Ledyara St Milbum 
Counsellors at law 


: *•;* ■’ '-'^'^s T-- ‘. , "*- : /--v:' i r' 


e Wall Strwt '•: ^ .snKCLASSJHEO 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED _ 

Kdw York 5, New York ••<••-:• Sate” 



Pea r Mr, Oaudi 


-■ x -i A*/” t „ . ,. « 
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V; 


So response to your letter of July IT# 1959# 
which X received on my return from Vacation, tnli 
Is to advise that X met Mr. Vincent Astor shortly 
prior to my letter to him of June 9# 1958# at 
which time I had lunch with him. . Mils was 
only time that X met him# although X had previously 
talked with him on the phono. 

Mr. Astor had been friendly with FBI personnel 
for several years and had been acquainted with 
previous Special Agents in Charge of the New York 
Office. It IS my understanding that his contact , 
with FBI personnel started when he was connected % " I / 
with the Of floe Of Naval Intelligence during World / 

War XX# and apparently these contacts cant 
thereafter. 


The luncheon with Mr. Astor was purely^ of 
social nature# and as X recall# we discussed 1 
he had previously known in the FBI arid ganaral ourr 
events. 



i*0. 





X trust that this information will answer the 
question Which you ask in your letter# ^ 

J \ Prn^K ;#*#&** A 

^ v«y truly jwur., 

E. J* Powers 
Special Agent in Charge 

^'JL - Addressee 
/p~ Bureau 
1 - New York 
1 - IndianapollB 
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TElI PhONE 
REC’ON 2 >200 


CARTER, LEDYARO & MILBURN 
COUNSELLORS AT LAW ' 
2 WALL STREET 
NEW YORK 5, N Y. ^ : ' 


CA»LC tDDMM 
•L*DTA(*0' NIW TO»« 


July 17, 1959 


Mr. Edward J. Powers 
327 Federal Building 
Indianapolis 4, Indiana 


Dear Sir: 


^pA^ 01 

JS T tg.Vi .!/•“•• 



This firm has been counsel for many years 
to Vincent Astor, who died on February 3, *959# leaving 
a last will and testament dated June 26, 195o. We now 
represent the proponents of that will, the probate of 
which Is being objected to by Captain Astor* s half 
brother John Jacob Astor. ' * ' 


w- 




The probate of the will Is objected to on 
the ground, among others, that Captain Astor was Incom- 
petent, mentally deficient and suffering from "senility 
and advanced arteriosclerosis at the time the will was 
executed. These charges seem to us preposterous, but 
they must be met. 


In going through Captain Astor* s correspondence 
flies this morning I came across a letter from you to him 
dated June 9, 1950 In which you refer to having recently 
had lunch with him. As you can Imagine, we are very much 
on the lookout for disinterested third persons who had 
some contact with Captain Astor at or about the time he 
signed his will, who might be In a position to testify 
as to his competency. I have no idea how well you knew 
Captain Astor, how much you saw of him or what was the 
occasion for your having lunch with him. 1 would appre- 
ciate it if you would enlighten me on these questions so 
that 1 can decide whether your contacts with him are such 
as to warrant my pursuing the matter further. 


I am sorry to trouble you with this, and will 
be very grateful for any help you can give me. 


Sincerely yours. 


WSG :map 
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SUBJECT: VINCENT 
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UNITED Sl^fES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 8/5/59 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN, IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE , Cfx . BY . .*? J.'iS 



W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman _ 

Gandy 


By letter of 7/30/59, SAC Powers, Indianapolis, enclosed a letter 
dated 7/17/5J) received from Mr. Williams. Gaud, of the law firm Carter, Ledyard 
and Milburn, 2 Wall Street, New York City. Mr. Gaud's letter explained that this 
firm, for many years, had been counsel for Vincent Astor, who died 2/3/59, leaving 
a will dated 6/26/58. The law firm represents proponents of the will and Vincent Astor’ 
half brother, John Jacob Astor, is now objecting to the probate of the will, claiming 
that Vincent Astor was incompetent, mentally deficient and suffering from senility 
and advanced arterio sclerosis at the time the will was executed. Mr. Gaud explained 
that his firm is attempting to refute the claim of John Jacob Astor. 


Mr. Gaud requested that SAC Powers advise as to his (Powers) opinion of 
Vincent Astor's competency, in as much as Mr. Gaud had noted that SAC Powers 
had had luncheon with Vincent Astor about June 9, 1958, approximately the date the 
will was made. Mr. Gaud stated that a review of Vincent Astor's correspondence 
reflected a letter written by SAC Powers to Vincent Astor dated 6/9/58 and his firm 
is hunting disinterested individuals who had contact with Vincent Astor about the time 
the will was made. 


SAC Powers explained that he did have luncheon with Vincent Astor shortly ^ 
prior to 6/9/58. It was purely of a social nature and was arranged in order that J 
SAC Powers might be personally acquainted with Vince nt AstorJ “ 

■n.„.i — _ — pi , This is the only time SACT Power 

met Vincent Astor, although he had previously talked to him on the telephone on a 
number of occasions in order to arrange the meeting. SAC Powers enclosed the letter 
which he proposed to send to Mr. Gaud, dated 7/30/59, which sets forth the nature 
of the meeting, the fact that tt was purely social and indicates the limited acquaintance- 
ship with Vincent Astor. Powers is not in a position to testify strongly concerning 
the competency of Vincent Astor during this pertinent period in June 1958, and the 
letter clearly indicates the limited acquaintance. There appears to be no reason why 
this letter should not be sent to Mr. Gaud. 
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Memorandum Tavel to Mohr 
Re: Vincent Astor 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. That the attached letter from SAC E. J. Powers to Mr. William Gaud 

be sent. 


2. That SAC Powers be advised that the letter has been mailed. 
Appropriate letter is attached. 
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SAC, Indianapolis 


8/6/59 


JDirector, FBI 

6Z-(eQ<jlS' ^ 
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... x. p •*••#.•-? jr^-s ' fMM 

...,' f \ Reurlet 7/30/59. The letter prepared by you, addressed -V 
to Mr. William S,_ Gaud, has been mailed to him. You should ^ ,- 

keep the Bureau advised concerning any further developments 
in this matte*. 
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UNITED STAT^^ VERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to AS- MR. BASSETT 


% 


DATE: 11/1/74 


k.d/ 

t & Um. 




FROM 


R. D. COTTER 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED v 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE. 

subject: REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO FBI RECORDS 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (CIA) 


M ' 

As«ec. 

°.p. 

Dap. AD 
Aaaf. PIm 

Admin. — - 

Comp. Syat. — . 
Eat. Affoits — 
Ellas l Com. . 

Can. |nv. 

Idant. 



Training . 
Lagol Cava. . 
Talaphona RX. . 
Director Sac*j 


Remyrnemo 10/22/74 recommending that on a carefully controlled 
basis we allow a review of certain historical FBI records byBBBKciA 
research specialist, who is conducting in-depth study of evei^^^SlO- 1947 ) 
which Led to establishment of CIA. By addendum 1 0/23/7 4 Intelligence Division ' 
recommended that before any na terial is shown tojMRlt first be reviewed by 
both Inteihgencc Division and Division of Legal Counsel. Director also instructed 
that he should see any material which is critical of other a gencies or of Major 
General William G. Donovan (who is of special interest in^jjjpfcroject). 

One of the subjects in whic 



.. . -JJ- — ^^pp^xpressed an interest was the role of 

Mr. (Commodore) Vincent Astor as a special source of intelligence for President ^ 
Roosevelt as an "Area Coordinator" in New York beginning March 1941. A 1 ' ‘ 
check of Bureau files has determined that we have a main file on Astor,’ who was a &/ 
^rs onal fri end oMormer Director Hoover and-wh o was lis ted^^rr^O>ee«taet^V : 
-by the New York-Qffico-for-a numbei of^earts-beginning-du r i ng World War - II. As to* 
was assigned to active U. S. Naval Reserve during The war, first as a Commodore Li 
and later with the rank of Captain. He held realty holdings throughout the United 
States, was socially prominent, and was a well-known yachtsman. He had numerous 
business, social and news media contacts, not only in this country but throughout 
the world, particularly in Central America and in the Caribbean area, and as a 
result he was m a position to furnish the FBI with considerable data of interest 
to us. Astor died in 1959. 


The main file on Astor contains a few vague allusions to his contacts withl 

ulcT 3 / 


" — lU 11X0 WlLi 

President Roosevel^nd/or the White House, and it is not felt this material shoul 
be provided to|^^^^cr that it would prove of any help to the latter.. 


With regard to Astor *s appointment as Area Controller (of intelligence) 
for the New York area, the file contains several letters or memoranda dealing 
with this matter, summarized as follows: /n 

During March, 1941, Assistant Secre'^jfry^of State B<^le wrote to Mr. 
Hoover enclosing a memorandum (which had been approved by the President) which 
named Astor to the Area Controller post with the mission of coordinating 
the activities of and elimjhating duplication of effort by four U. S. intelligence 
agencies in the NewxYorfc area (Justice, War, State and Navy Departments). 

Shortly thereafter a^e^pference of the interested parties was held 

V- Messrs. i9Z&sr\lintz, Wannall Enclosures ^ 
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Memo for Mr. Basset^ 

Re: Re quest for access to FBI records 

'CIA 







delineating *Mr. Astor’s role 


was drawn up and agreed to by all concerned, 

and setting out basic ground rules to insure coordination between the various 
agencies. There is no indication of any controversy between the various agencies 
or of any resistance to the project on the Bureau’s part. In fact, a summary 
memorandum prepared for Mr. Hoover on 4/2/41 by Edward A. Tamm and P. E. 
Foxworth concluded that: ’’There does not appear to be anything contained in the 
directive which under presently existing circumstances may be construed as 
detrimental to the Bureau’s investigative jurisdiction or program. ” 


Based on a re view of the Astor file, it is felt the following items 
would be of interest to^^ptad can be made availble for his review and use, 
he desires : 


if 


1. New York "Journal American" article 2/18/42 reporting Astor’s 
appointment to the Area Controller post at New York. 

2. Correspondence between Mr. Hearer and Astor in July, 1941, 
concerning investigations of foreign crew lists. 

3. Memorandum from Messrs. Tamm and Foxworth 4/2/41 summarizing 
the directive on establishing the position of Area Controller. ^ 


4. Letter from Mr. Hoover to General Sherman Miles of G-2, 3/31/41 
expressing the FBI’s willingniess to cooperate in implementing the directive. 

5. Letter to Astor from Mr. Hoover 3/3/41 enclosing a copy of a letter 
to SAC, New York, and other Bureau officials advising of the establishment 

of the Area Controller post and ordering the FBI’s fullest assistance in this 
project. 


6. Letter to Director of Naval Intelligence from Mr. Hoover 3/31/41 
concerning a forthcoming meeting of interested agencies to implement the 
directive. 


7. Memorandum from Mr. Hoover to the Attorney General 3/24/41 
enclosing a copy of Assistant Secretary of State Berle's letter to the Bureau 
regarding the Presidential directive creating the Area Controller post. 

None of the above -cited items contain any criticism of other agencies 
or officials nor are they currently sensitive. 


ACTION: 


The Intelligence Division and the Division of Legal Counsel are requested 
to review the attached serials and comment as to the advisability of making them 


1 



Memo for Mr. Basse 1^ 

Re: Reques t for access to FBI records 

? CIA 

review and possible use. 


available for 


If no objections are made, the writer will arrange to allow 
review the attached material. 
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Mr. R. J. Gray , Jr. 


L. McWilliams 


Mr. R. J. Gray, Jr. 
Mr. L. McWilliams 


6/7/77 
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REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO FBI RECORDS BY 



concerning the 

THE U. S. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 



To insure that a permanent record is maintained in 
each case file at F13IHQ from which one or more of a total of 
163 documents were copied and furnished the 

following list of file and serial numbers I^se^forth. In 
order that all case files Involved will not unnecessarily 
contain the total list of the 163 documents that were copied, 
they have been broken down into several memoranda. 

The total list of the 168 documents is being main- 
tained only in FBI IIQ file 94-68950. X 

The following is a partial list of files and serials 
furnished toj 


\ 

y* 
■ } 
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61- 7559-47X 

62- 97S8-26X 
62-9800-10 
62-39749-46,50 
62-55242-6 
62-57405-2 
62-57489-27 


62-57830-1X1 

62-60925-3 

62-60950-1-12 

62-61392-1 

62-64395-1 

64-4101-1 



1 - 61-7559 
1 - 62-9798 
1 - 62-9800 
l::- 62-39749 
1 - 62-55242 
1: - 62-57405 
1 - 62-57489 
L - 62-57890 
Q) - 62-60925 
1 - 62-60950 
1 - 62-61392 
1 - 62-64395 
1 - 64-4101 
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DATE)!; 


IS UHCLASb 

■ ./\K 



i^T RECORDeBT 

141 JUN 14 W? 
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